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PREFACE 

I am happy to place before tbe scholars of Andhra Pra- 
desh the first TefiigB^transIation of the Tamil Hymn of Tiruppa- 
nll.var along with Sri Vedanta Desika's commentary thereon, 

Regarding the Alvar the Srivaisnava tradition tells us this : 

Tiruppanalyar was born in an ancient Farm community of 
singers in the city Uraiynru near Srlrangam TiruchirapaiH 
Dist. Tamilnadu). The then prevailing social custom did not 
permit the Pzma community to enjoy the privilege of setting 
foot in Srlrangam, the city of God. Hence, TiruppaiiiUvar 
was daily singing the glory of the Lord Sriranganltha from 
the southern bank of the Kaveri. His devotion to the Lord was 
so vast so deep, and so sincere as to move the Lord Srlraiiganatha 
Himself. Therefore, the Lord ordered, His temple priest, a 
sage - the tradition gives this sage a name Lokasarangamuni 
to carry on his own shoulders Tiruppanalvar from the Kaveri 
river to the sanctum sanctorum of the Srlrangam temple. The 
temple priest obeyed the Lord's order folly. On reaching the 
sanctum of the temple the Alvar observed the Lord, got enchan- 
ted with His physical beauty, experienced a spiritual ecstasy and 
poured out ten devotion saturated veises describing vividly the 
beauty of the Lord of Srlraegam (Arangartu Amman) from His 
feet to head. When he finished his last verse the Alvar became 
absorbed at the very feet of the Lord Himself. 

The Alvar's real personal name is not known. Because he 
belonged to the PIna community he is known as the Tiruppan- 
Xlvar. Because a sage (muni) carried him on his own shoulders, 
Ihis Al.var is known as MunivShana. 



Sri Raman ujacharya's direct desciple Tiruvarangattu 

Amudanar was first to give a list of twelve Vaishnava saints who 
bear the title Alvar. His work Rdmanvja nuttrantadi (c. 1125 
A D.) claims the approval of Sri Rumanuja himself. According 
to this work Tuupplnalvfir is the fourth in the order of the 
Vaisnava saints and- he follows the First three Alvars, the Muda- 
viz. s Poyjai, Putam and Pey Xjlvlrs. A latest rescrchcr 
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on the chronology of the A.lvlrs assigns Tiruppanalvar to c 600 

A D , and attributes the Al.vars colloquialism to the Pana com- 
munity to which the Alvar belonged. 

Tf the above date for the Al.var and the above mentioned 
tradition are correct then Tiruppanalvar may be viewed to be 
the first famous Vaisnava saints to hail from the Cola country 
and in his Altar's Hymn we perhaps have the earliest specimen, 
or one of the earliest specimens of thai form of the Indian devo- 
tional literature which goes by the name Padadikes&nta-varqana- 
stotra <: Hymn describing the beauty of the Lord from feet to 
head." This beautiful hymn of the Alvar bad attracted some 
exhaustive commentaries. Among them the one by Sri Vedanta 
Deiika (1268-1369 AD.),theKavit8rkikasi&ha, "the lion among 
the poets and logicians", is considered to be highly scholarly. 

But both this unique hymn of Tiruppanalvar and its 
scholarly commentary by Vedanta-Desika had remained all these 
years closed books to the common people of Andhra Pradesh. 
With the view to help the men of Andhra Pradesh in understand- 
ing and appreciating both these works the Sri Venkateswara 
University Oriental Research Institute, on the advice of the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Sri Venkateswara University chalked out 
a programme of translating these works into Telugu and to 
publish them. This job has been entrusted to the Telugu scholar 
Sri A.V. Srinivasacharyulu, the senior most Research Assistant 
of the Institute. lam happy to note that he has successfully 
completed the job with a sense of dedication. Mv hearty congra- 
tulations to him. " 

Prof. K. Satchidananda Murthy, the former Vice- 
Chancellor of the S. V. University, at whose instance the 
present project has been undertaken, has written a scholarly 
introduction to this book. For this favour I am beholden to him 
I thank from my heart Prof. M. Santappa, the present dynamic 
Vice-chancellor of the S.V. University for sanctioning the nece- 
ssary fund for printing this work, and for adorning this book 
with his introduction. My thanks are also due to the authorities 
and the staff of the S V.U. Press for neatly printing this book 

8. SANKARANARAYANAN 
24- 8- 1979. 
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Tiruptti 
24-12-51 

To 

The Director 

S.V.O. Institute, Tirupati 

May I request you, in continuation of the personal repre- 
sentation I made to you yesterday, kindly instruct Sri A.W 
Sreenivasacbaryulu, Library pandit, to assist me in the work of 
editing of Annamacharya's Songs, during the early hours of the 
working days Hiv assistance would be of very great help to me 
in speeding up of tlv work as he has been connected with it 
fron the begin n ? g 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd.) R. ANANTHAKRISHNA SARMA 
Reader in Music 

Mr A.V.'SreenivasHchari will R.A.K. 
assist the Reader in Telugu for 24-12-51 

editing the songs in the fore Noted 

noon. He will attend the N.S.S. 
Library work in the after noon. 25-32-51 
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